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After independence till the year 2011-
12, Punjab was considered to be one of
the rich and prosperous States of India.
In the year 2000-01, the per capita in-
come of Punjab was not only the highest
in the country, but it was also 9 per cent
more than the second richest State,
namely, Haryana. But in the year 2012-
13, the per capita income of Punjab
slipped to the second position and to-
day Punjab has reached the 10th posi-
tion in terms of per capita income
among the States with a population of
more than 1 crore and the 19th position
among all the States, and has now be-
come the second slowest growing
States in the country.

In the year 2011-12, when Punjab’s
per capita income was the highest in
the country, the share of agriculture
was 24 per cent, that of industries 28.4
per cent and that of services 47.6 per
cent. But by the year 2022-23, the share
of agriculture had increased to 28.94
per cent, while the share of industries
and services was reduced to 25.51 per
cent and 45.91 per cent respectively. It
can be assumed that the industry and
service sector have shrunk in Punjab.
While talking about its neighbouring
State Haryana, the share of industries in
GDP in Haryana has increased from
25.90 per cent to 28 per cent between
the years 2011-12 and 2021-22. The
share of industries in Gujarat has in-
creased from 36 per cent to 43 per cent
during the same period, and in Tamil
Nadu from 27.9 per cent to 33 per cent.

It can be understood that during this
period, deindustrialisation has taken
place in Punjab. Although Punjab is fa-
mous in the world for its population mi-

grating to different parts of the world,
since the beginning, after indepen-
dence, a large number of Punjabi peo-
ple migrated to the USA, Canada, Eu-
rope and many other countries. Punjab
benefited a lot from these migrant Pun-
jabis. The money sent to Punjab by the
migrant Punjabis from abroad was
greatly beneficial for the development
of agriculture and industries. A wave of
industrial development was seen in
Punjab for a long time.

But for quite some time now it has
been observed that not only has the in-
dustrial development of Punjab come
to a halt, but a large number of indus-
tries have now started migrating out of
Punjab. Industries of Punjab have now
started shifting to its neighbouring
States like Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Rajasthan etc. as well as to distant
States like Madhya Pradesh, Maharash-
tra, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat etc. Punjab
was especially known for its engineer-
ing industry, but many engineering
companies have now shifted to the user
States of their products. On the other
hand, Jalandhar was considered a big
centre for sports products, and many
sports industries there, have now
shifted to Meerut, Uttar Pradesh. It is
being observed that textile and garment
industries have shifted to Madhya
Pradesh, the bicycle industry to Chen-
nai and China, knitwear industry to
Africa, Southeast Asia and Madhya
Pradesh.

Anti-industry policies of Punjab Gov-
ernment

The agriculture sector in Punjab has
been considered very important from
an economic point of view. It is worth
noting that although only 28.94 per
cent of the total GDP in Punjab comes

from agriculture, more than 65 per cent
of its population depends directly on
agriculture. A sad part of Indian democ-
racy is its populist policies. In Punjab,
these populist policies have worked to
adversely affect the economic develop-
ment of Punjab. Punjab, that is, the re-
gion of five rivers, has been very rich in
terms of water. However in Punjab, due
to the ease of groundwater extraction,
a large number of tube wells were in-
stalled. To please farmers, the Punjab
Government started the scheme of giv-
ing free electricity for agriculture. In
such a situation, excessive exploitation
of water started. Due to this, many dis-
tricts of Punjab have now become dark
zones, that is, where the availability of
groundwater has depleted excessively.

However, the Punjab Government’s
policy of giving free electricity to agri-
culture has not only affected the avail-
ability of groundwater but has also af-
fected the industries there. The Punjab
Government has put most of the bur-
den of free electricity for agriculture on
industries and businesses. Due to this
electricity has become very expensive
for industries, causing a huge disadvan-
tage to the Punjab industry vis a vis
their counterparts elsewhere. This has
seriously affected the viability of indus-
tries. They have no option left but to
move out of Punjab to other States and
even to foreign countries.

Environmental laws in Punjab are
such that it is almost impossible to com-
ply with them. In such a situation, in-
dustries have no choice but to shut
down their units or move to other
States. Not only this, industries and
businesses in Punjab also have to pay
high water cess, due to which industries
have to face losses.

Conditions becoming difficult
One of the reasons for rapid indus-

trial and economic development in
States like Gujarat, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh etc. is infrastructure
development and other facilities, which
leads to a reduction in their logistics
cost. It is well known that Punjabis are
good entrepreneurs, which made Punjab
excel in industrial and commercial de-
velopment. But today Punjab is lagging
behind in competition with those States
where logistics cost is low and where
there has been significant progress in
infrastructure. It is worth noting that
the condition of infrastructure in Punjab
has become much worse in recent years.

Not only this, the implementation of
the GST system has also affected the in-
dustries of Punjab. Earlier, indirect
taxes were levied at a low rate by the
Punjab Government, but after the im-
plementation of the GST system, the
possibility of State-specific fiscal incen-
tives is very limited, due to which the
competitive power of the industries of
Punjab has now become much lower
than other States.

Obstacles for new and old industries
If someone wants to set up a new in-

dustry in Punjab, then not only environ-
mental but also other types of clear-
ances are highly difficult. Not only this,
allotment of land for industries is also
very difficult and is also plagued by cor-
ruption.

The financial sector in Punjab has
also been seriously affected, because
most of the agricultural loans of Punjab
have turned bad and due to this, NPAs in
Punjab are also very high.

Not only this, the continuously deteri-
orating law and order situation in Pun-
jab is wreaking havoc on the industries.
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Nature has its ways. These are
sometimes beyond the compre-
hension of humans, including sci-
ence's men and women. We only
make conjectures about why, for
example, the earth in a remote
Jammu village has started sinking,
such things happen. The houses in
Pernote village on the Gool-
Ramban road are sinking leading
to an emergency and people aban-
doning the village. The Himalayan
hills are fragile and given this, the
administration in a hilly region
has to be ready to deal with such
emergency.
And the good news is that the
administration has risen to the
occasion. As soon as the first
cracks developed in the houses,
the SDRF and NDRF personnel
rushed to the village, helping the
locals retrieve their belongings
without jeopardizing their lives.
The authorities have declared it a
natural disaster. The displaced vil-
lagers are being sheltered and fed
while alternative places for shift-
ing them are also being looked out
for. Geological experts are coming
to figure out the extent and possi-
ble cause of this disaster. The sink-
ing land has eaten away the elec-
tric poles are towers and threat-
ened road connectivity.
Uttrakhand’s Joshimath town also
witnessed a similar phenomenon
though on a larger scale two years
ago. The experts did a lot of
research and reached the conclu-
sion that is a natural phenomenon
and nothing can be done either to
prevent it or undo it. The only
option is to shift the human popu-
lation to safety could be done
there. Besides the government,
NSS volunteers and NGOs should
also support the villagers who are
stuck in an unenviable situation
and need to rebuild their lives. The
Hill States must also share their
experiences and knowledge. The
hill States of India must identify
their problems like the Jammu’s
small village is faced with and
share their experiences of dealing
with it.

SINKING VILLAGE Neglect spurs industry exodus in Punjab

RAVI VALLURI

e are shaped by our thoughts; we
become what we think. When the
mind is pure, joy follows like a
shadow that never leaves. What we
are today comes from our thoughts of
yesterday, and our present thoughts
build our life of tomorrow, the En-
lightened One, Buddha was to say.

In our lexicon today subjects and
topics like physics, metaphysics, an
elevated State, consciousness, life
coaches and mind, apart from iconic
names of Stephen Hawking, Jim Holt,
and Carl Sagan among others are all
bandied quite recklessly without deep
study.  This is perhaps done under
pressure to keep up with Jones or to
display our awareness about certain
issues of topical interests without
proper research.

Recently my jaw dropped when
confronted with some basic facts and
facets of our universe. Through my
elementary study of physics and ge-
ography, I was aware that we live on
Planet Earth, which is an integral
part of a Solar System; though I was
in the dark and not fully aware that
each star in the galaxy has its own so-
lar systems like ours. I was certainly
an ignoramus on these riveting con-
cepts. Apparently, several of these
stars and their respective solar sys-
tems do not exist anymore and have
disappeared forever in the sands of
time or are perhaps gravitating to-
wards a black hole. It dawned on me

as to how ignorant I was despite my
readings on the subject.

So how does this lead us to the
quintessential term of conscious-
ness?

Simply put consciousness is a State
when humans are aware of and re-
sponsive to their environment. This
is inclusive of both prevailing inter-
nal and external conditions.  An indi-
vidual blessed with an efficacious and
robust thought process becomes
aware and responsive to various oc-
currences which are taking place both
within and without.

Consciousness is an individual’s
State of awareness of their environ-

ment, thoughts, feelings, or sensa-
tions; and in order to experience con-
sciousness, one must be both awake
and aware.  Arjuna, the ace archer
slumped and his fabled Gandiva fell
to the ground as his mind was
gripped with doubts and fear as the
spectre of battling his cousins, his
Gurus and above all the patriarch
Bhishma coloured the mind and
Sisyphean thought process engulfed
his persona.

This was when Lord Krishna un-
leashed his Vishwarup Darshan and
rendered the song celestial Bhagavad
Gita which revealed his true self and
raised the consciousness in Arjuna

who took up the cudgels once again.
King Janaka the father of Sita was

a Jnani Purush. He was a highly
knowledgeable and enlightened per-
son and was referred to as a Raj
Rishi. One day in his court he fell
asleep and dreamt that Mithila his
kingdom was stricken by severe and
dreaded drought conditions.

The suzerain visualised an eagle
swooping down and plucking a piece
of bread/chappati from the hands of
an impoverished peasant. This
shocked the king and he woke up
from a State of slumber to receive
sage Ashtavakra who was to reveal
the gospel of truth, which is popularly
referred to as Ashtavakra Gita.
Janaka then realised his true self and
the consciousness was ignited.  Bud-
dha for years continued with his spir-
itual practices and was perennially
haunted by Mara (evil/fiendish
forces) while cogitating, until on one
full moon night pristine truth dawned
on him and he went into deep silence.

Consciousness in Buddhism refers
to life force, mind and discernment.

Consciousness is the State when the
human mind is verily awakened and
assumes the form of a pure and pris-
tine child brimming with enthusiasm,
joy and curiosity. This is an experien-
tial State of mind and consciousness.

(The writer is the CEO of Chhattis-
garh East Railway Ltd. and Chhat-
tisgarh East West Railway Ltd. He is
a faculty of the Art of Living; views
are personal)

THE ESSENCE OF CONSCIOUSNESS

Keyoor Pathak

The failure of the Bihar Govern-
ment on countless fronts in the last
few decades cannot be dismissed,
and an exclusive example of the fail-
ure can be perceived in the law
made without any proper prepara-
tion and study against liquor. Apart
from this, there are many issues
where the Government has demon-
strated its substantial weakness
such as rural migration, agriculture
et cetera. However, there are some
steps taken by the Government that
must be appreciated without any
political prejudices, this is the ini-
tiative on the subject of education
in the State. Today, when the market
is bent on taking over education
completely in almost the entire In-
dia, the effort of the State to patron-
ise education on such a large scale
can be considered a very bold step.
In a way, this is a counter by the
State to global capital. When the ed-
ucational institutions are coming
out of the hands of the Government
and going into the hands of the cor-
porates, the work done by the Bihar
Government on the education sys-
tem is in a way like the return of the
welfare State. Such efforts must be

made on health services too. How-
ever, in recent years, its big begin-
ning can be seen in Delhi where it
was claimed that Government
school education has been taken to a
prestigious level, and this claim
should not be denied. But through
education reforms in Bihar, the
State is again visible in its public-
concerning role, albeit partially,
only in a few subjects. Bihar is one
of the poorest States in the country,
and social and economic inequality
is also at its peak. Then in such a sit-
uation, the model of economic de-
velopment of putting education in
the open market will push margin-
alised people even further to the
margins.

It has always been a crying ques-
tion of how much space will be left
for the rights of education of the
marginalised sections while in most
of the private schools are functioning
like money making industries. And it
should be understood that private
schools do not flourish because of
their quality, rather the failure of
the Government schools gives them
an opportunity to spread their foot-
ing. Unfortunately, Government
schools have been continuously ne-
glected by the State for decades.

And all this did not happen sponta-
neously, rather there was a well-
planned conspiracy of the Global
Capital behind it that firstly let the
Government schools be destroyed
and then the private schools would
automatically get legitimacy. In a
way, the society has given up all its
expectations from Government
schools, they have accepted that
children have no future in Govern-
ment schools. Consequently, social

psychology developed which did not
take the availability of quality educa-
tion as a serious question. If it had
been taken, there would have been
pressure on the Governments and
they would have worked on the fa-
cilities and quality education in the
Government schools, but this rarely
happened. The Bihar Government
again made Government schools a
part of the election manifestos of
political parties.

We saw some of the work that the
Government has done to improve
the education system. For example,
there was a severe shortage of
teachers in schools for a long time, to
fulfil teachers were recruited on a
large scale. The appointment of
more than one lakh teachers is
enough to show the seriousness of
the Government’s vision on educa-
tion. Undoubtedly a large part of the
budget would have been spent on
this. If we talk about infrastructure,
the schools of Bihar had turned into
ruins. It was difficult to say which
building would collapse and when.
Children were often forced to sit in
the open field or in the veranda. But
to fix all these things the Govern-
ment allocated a huge amount. Al-
lotment of the books, dresses and
bags and water bottles for children
along with other materials not only
attracts them towards schools but
also reduces the financial burden
for the parents, especially for those
who are barely able to earn their liv-
ing by doing farm labour. For urban
elites these things might be futile
but for the rural people this is not
affordable by their own income.

We all had seen children carrying
books in their hands or in dusted

polythene or in torn cloth (jhola),
but now they had beautiful bags in
their hands and instead of torn half-
naked clothes on their bodies, uni-
forms were shining on them. It was
well known fact how little attention
they paid to the children.

The Government has strictly
forced the teachers to be responsi-
ble for their duties towards chil-
dren, which was not an easy task,
years of Government negligence
had made them indolent. Some
other small and big efforts can be
seen there to control the deep-
rooted corruption in the education
system. 

A pertinent aspect which
perhaps sought for more attention
that is ‘Mid-Day Meal’. This should
be allowed to continue in a
smoother manner and at the local
level merely, any interference by
any external agency is likely to lead
to many other complications.
Amidst all these achievements, the
biggest problem visible is, how to
continue this reform in the future,
because there still seems to be a lack
of proper mechanism for this; and
in the absence of a mechanism all
efforts and achievement may be
proven futile.

Bihar's educational reforms cock a snook at private players


